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RJ s way of doing things isn t working out for him, especially in math class. His teacher is upset

because so many of his assignments are missing or incomplete. RJ blames Norma the booger

picker and Rodney the alphabet burper for distracting him during class. The fifth and final book in

Julia Cook&#x92;s award-winning series, Best Me I Can Be! Follow RJ as he learns he can save

himself a lot of grief if he stays on task and does things the right way!
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I have am to write that I like Julia Cook's book titled "I Just Want to Do It My Way" and I would

definitely recommend it to parents and other members of the community (ie teacher, counselors,

and extended family) who are looking for children's book addressing the importance of asking for

help and the value of task persistence.The target age of this book varies, generally speaking, I

would say the book it well suited for children ages 6-10.Focus or Message:As I have indicated, this

book message focuses on asking for help and the importance of staying on task and is written from

the child's, RJ's, point of view. The author approach is consistent with the her blog where she

states, " In order to teach a child you need to enter their view of the world". The need for children to



develop task persistence or grit currently is a hot topic in education and the focus of a great deal of

educational research.There is an entire research facility, Duckworth Lab's, in Pennsylvania which

has been established with the primary purpose of conducting research in this area. It is no surprise

that the founder of Duckworth, Angela Duckworth was even invited to speak at the 2009 Ted Talks

and still is a sought out speaker by many well respected educational association including the

ASCD, which is a global community dedicated to excellence in learning, teaching, and leading.The

importance of task persistence is also listed as an essential element Kristi Mraz and Christine Hertz

new book titled "A Mindset for Learning: Teaching the Traits of Joyful, Independent Growth". A book

I am looking forward to reading soon.
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